Diels-Alder reactions of oroidin and model compounds.
It is shown that the marine key metabolite oroidin undergoes Diels-Alder reactions with electron-poor dienophiles. However, on heating of oroidin in the absence of any reaction partner, cyclization to the natural product cyclooroidin takes place. This is the first direct conversion of oroidin to another pyrrole-imidazole alkaloid.